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A Peak Inside the Most Expensive School System in America 
 
By Amanda Hawkins 
 
Costing a cool $578 million to build, Robert F. Kennedy Community Schools in Los 
Angeles is America's most expensive school system. The public schools, which will 
educate more than 4,000 students, grades K through 12, stands on the site of the former 
Ambassador Hotel, where Kennedy was shot in 1968. (The school system used some of 
the hotel's original tile and design details.) 
 
Here, the auditorium, which has gilded pillars and an orchestra pit. It's just one of the 
school's features -- others include an Olympic-sized swimming pool, atrium and food 
court. 
 
Soaring Ceilings 
Remember your school library? If it was anything like ours, it probably didn't have 
elaborate murals and big skylights like the one at RFK does. The design isn't just pretty, 
it's smart, too: School district officials say the natural light will help lower utility bills. 
 
Child’s Play 
In addition to a 10-acre public park, there are smaller playgrounds for younger children 
scattered throughout the campus. Mod-looking white and green cushy surfaces line 
walkways and staircases. 
 
Good Eats 
Kids brown bag it in style in this ultra-cool cafeteria and food court. (We love the 
curving, diner-style counter!) But the spaces are more than a pretty face -- they're loaded 
with high-tech luxuries like a restaurant-style pizza oven. 
 
The Controversy 
Some believe these costly, state-of-the-art schools will get kids excited to go to class and 
learn. Others believe the money will go to waste -- some schools in the Los Angeles area 
are consistently listed among the nation's lowest-performing schools, with dropout rates 
around 50%. 
 
While having a dance studio with cushioned maple floors and restaurant-style pizza oven 
might be cool, maybe the money could have been better spent to retain the more than 
3,000 teachers who were laid off over the past two years? 


