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(Lack of) Men’s Fashion in Athens 
 
By Amanda Hawkins 
 
When it comes to culture, Athens is a force to be reckoned with. Though the locale itself 
is relatively small, this charming town has a big personality as evidence by the 
innumerable concerts, art shows, film festivals and more. There is also a dense of distinct 
cultural expression via fashion, though local shopping opportunities for men are limited. 
Despite this fact, some of Athens’ small town boys are echoing big city style. 
 
Assistant Professor of Fashion Merchandising, Michelle Price, is not the first nor will she 
be the last to admit that women are faced with a plethora of fashion choices while men 
are stuck with fewer options. “There is not as much variation in fashion if you think 
about the options that girls have, the fabrics that are appropriate, skirts, shorts, pants, 
jeans, the variation of tops with ruffles and gathers and pleats and all sorts of stuff, you 
don’t get that in guys’ clothes.” 
 
On Court Street alone girls are faced with multiple stores – The Other Place, Fig Leaf, 
Artifacts, Athens Underground, Import House and even College Bookstore. While men 
can browse Athens Underground for some vintage garments or Import House for shoes, 
women just have more variety in terms of clothing choices than men do on campus. 
 
Girls can be seen walking through College Green wearing dresses, skinny jeans, wide-
legged jeans, jean leggings, regular leggings, high heels, flats, gladiator sandals, boots, 
tank tops, lace tops…the list goes on and on. Look the other way, and most males are 
wearing simple T-shirts and jeans with tennis shoes. And while some men seem to be 
stuck in a cycle of sweatpants and hoodies, a few males on campus are ditching their 
juvenile apparel and transitioning to fashion forward trendsetters. 
 
Men like seniors Austin Young and Will Cooper are representing their individual styles 
in Athens in fresh and unconventional ways. Traditionally fashion has been a concept to 
describe the girls, the gays and the grandiose, but many twenty-something male college 
students, like Young and Cooper, are discovering that having a distinct style is becoming 
more fashionable. Many men are stepping outside the norm and revealing their true styles 
amongst the mundane clothes and streets cluttered with Ohio garb and baggy jeans. 
 
Senior Austin Young wears skinny jeans, tight graphic T-shirts, V-necks and button up 
shirts, chest usually exposed. He wears accessories: Fedoras, hats, scarves, sunglasses 
and rings. He’ll wear a skinny tie and pointed boots on the weekends. 
 
Drop Young in the busy streets of a metropolitan area like Chicago or New York and he 
would fit right in. With the skinny jeans, the scuffed boots and the tight V-necks, his look 
probably less outlandish than some of the city goers in these progressive locations. 



However, in a small college town like Athens, Ohio, Young probably receives more 
stares, glares and strange looks than praise for his eccentric style and unconventional 
clothing choices. 
 
Young starts his day like a typical college senior – 20 minutes too late and in a rush. Not 
wanting to walk around nude all day, Young searches for a semi-clean T-shirt on his 
untidy floor and throws on some skinny jeans. Weather and mood permitting he’ll wear 
sandals, boots or distressed Nike high tops. 
 
Young shops mainly online but prefers discount apparel stores such as TJ Maxx, Filene’s 
Basement and Gabriel Brothers, as well as stores with barely used designer clothes. 
However, Young also loves Macy’s, Barney’s and Top Man, a store started by 
supermodel Kate Moss that sells fashion-forward men’s clothing.. 
 
“The thing I’ve come to realize is that you can dress in [clothes from] H&M, you can 
dress really well and make it look like you spent a lot of money,” believes Young. And 
while he may purchase discount clothing, most of his money is spent on jeans. He prefers 
brands such as Nudie, GStar and APC because of the tight fit and details of the pocket 
inlay or the buttons. 
 
Young leaves his untidy man cave dressed in tight jeans and a lose striped tank top to be 
greeted by his two, dissimilarly dressed roommates, seniors Grant Pettrie and Wyatt 
Rogowski. Young’s roommates begin their days in similar ways, but instead of tight 
jeans and European-style boots, Pettrie grabs a Ralph Lauren polo and boat shoes. 
Rogowski opts for his crocs. 
 
While these three roomies represent three very distinct fashion styles, their friendship is 
able to withstand the judgment and admiration alike, reactions that many men receive 
based on their fashion choices. 
 
“I’ve gotten compliments and negativity towards what I wear. I think it’s maybe because 
I wear tighter jeans or because I’m not wearing normal T-shirts. I like to make a 
statement with what I’m wearing. I don’t like to be flashy or anything but no one is going 
to hate getting a compliment on what you’re wearing,” says Young. 
 
Only one floor below, Young’s close friend and band mate, Will Cooper, is also going 
through his morning routine. And while both men wake up on similar time schedules, 
Cooper’s method of getting ready is slightly different from Young’s hurried morning 
routine. 
 
Although Cooper will wake up with 15 minutes to spare before class begins, in his mind 
he already knows of a classic, stock outfit he can throw together that will look 
presentable and represent his style. However, where Young will grab a shirt from off the 
floor, Cooper goes to his organized and methodical closet to choose one of two or three 
outfits for the day. His closet consists of T-shirts, cardigans, boxes upon boxes of shoes, 



and jackets. Coats and jackets are staples in Cooper’s wardrobe, especially in the winter 
months. 
 
And while Cooper may change two or more times throughout the day, depending on 
when he can shower as well as his class schedule and plans for the evening, Cooper 
admits that on the weekends he will spend up to an hour getting his look together. 
 
“I feel like I’m expressing myself so I enjoy taking the time [to get ready]. I think it’s an 
expression…it’s hard to carve out a space for yourself and so that’s why I think it 
probably takes me even longer [to get ready],” says Cooper. 
 
Cooper’s interest in clothing began young when he discovered an obsession with 
sneakers and was inspired by his parents’ style and simple design aesthetic of their home. 
That passion slowly evolved to include clothes to make him stand out. Today Cooper can 
be seen wearing vintage boots and jean and leather jackets, tight jeans and fitted shirts to 
portray a classic yet unexpected look. 
 
Cooper looks to album artwork, photos, the military and older eras for inspiration for his 
clothing choices. He relies mainly on vintage stores for his looks and depends on 
tailoring for most of what he purchases, but will shop at stores such as Barney’s and 
Urban Outfitters. He focuses on finding pieces that are different, and now that more men 
on campus are opting to wear dunks with slimmer jeans, Cooper chooses skinner, more 
European-style shoes or combat boots. 
 
Overall, Cooper’s clothes reflect his desire to stand out and carve a place for himself 
among other men wearing the same Urban Outfitters button-up or slim cardigan. 
According to him, it’s not just the clothes but it’s about taking care of his body and the 
way he carries himself while walking down the street. Cooper and Young alike stick out 
among the baggy jeans and Bobcat gear because these two don’t follow the traditional 
collegiate fashion rules. 
 
Professor Price knows it’s common for men to wear comfortable clothes during the week 
and dress up on the weekends. “It’s a uniform. And there is not as much variation in 
fashion if you think about the options that girls have. You don’t get all of that in guys 
clothing.” 
 
Historically the military has had a strong influence on men’s fashion but “I think their 
influences are from more music and sports and things like that, or influenced by whatever 
their girlfriends say,” believes Price. She also commented that women usually dress for 
each other whereas males are trying to impress women, it’s less about their personalities 
and personal styles. 
 
“Guys don’t look at fashion magazines like girls do. It doesn’t mean that they are not 
aware of fashion. They look more towards whoever their idols or mentors are, a lot of it 
has to do with music, sometimes it can be dictated by sports that they follow. Their 



influences aren’t quiet as coming from the fashion world like a lot of women’s fashions 
are,” says Professor Price. 
 
However, frequent issues with men expressing their personalities through their style are a 
lack of men’s clothing stores in Athens. Redd Flock, a newly-opened clothing store 
located in the shadows behind Campus Sundries on Union Street, is fast becoming an 
oasis for men ready to transition their basic college attire for a more urban/west coast 
style. 
 
“I think more guys are getting more into fashion everyday and if you’re comfortable in 
what you’re wearing, there’s nothing better,” says part-owner Ryan Jones. 
 
So while not many options exist for men’s clothing in the Athens area, there is more that 
goes into a look than just clothes. Something as simple as being comfortable and having 
confidence can really enhance a look. Another problem though is that college is a 
transition period and its culture in general, and especially for males, is naturally laid back 
and comfortable. 
 
“You either dress because you want to fit in or you dress because you want to stand out. 
There’s like one hegemonic, like bro culture. A lot of dudes want to get in their comfort 
zones in that place,” says Cooper. 
 
Both Cooper and Fashion Associates Social Chair, Jeromy Coleman, believe that taking 
risks and trying out clothes outside of the box is an important step in enhancing a boring 
look. 
 
“Do what you’re doing now and then don’t do it. Change it up a little bit,” says Coleman. 
Cooper agrees that taking risks are important. “You might regret it but don’t be afraid to 
wear crazy stuff.” 
 
However, Professor Price believes that most men in college are somewhat fashion 
ignorant. Not many fashion magazines are geared solely toward men and it is not as 
socially acceptable for men to purchase and browse through these magazines. There are 
limited resources and opportunities for men so they are stuck with inadequate choices. 
However, if men do want to stand out within their respective groups on campus, it’s all 
about taking risks and finding pieces to stand out. 
 
And while some believe there is a lack of men’s fashion on campus, senior, 
photographer, classic clothing lover, Conor Lamb, sees nothing wrong with the clothing 
associated with men in the college culture. 
 
“[In] a metropolitan area you have a bunch of different influences on style and for the 
collegiate thing this is perfect. This is really what college is, you know? And I don’t think 
anyone should expect anything different really.” 
 



Stylish men, who chose to wear unconventional clothing, do exist among the mundane 
and safe styles in this small college town. While the culture of college is typically laid 
back and comfortable during the week, the weekends are reserved for dressing up and 
going out. However, a few men on campus do dress to stand out in the sea of T-shirts and 
sweatpants. 


