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God Bless America… Or Something Like that 
 
By Amanda Hawkins 
 
British Prime Minister David Cameron became the first leader of the United Kingdom to take 
paternity leave following the recent birth of his fourth child. Sweden entitles all parents to 16 
months paid leave per child. In France, the government pays for all medical, childcare and 
educational expenses for its citizens. So where does the United States stand in all of this? 
 
Nowhere. 
 
This raises some questions about the American family: Is the United States the best place to 
raise a family? What are the implications of living in another nation where the government 
provides healthcare among other “free” amenities? 
 
While these questions can never really be answered, this past July Forbes Magazine named 
the five happiest countries. The top contenders: Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden and the 
Netherlands. And the United States? Not as happy as Costa Rica, Canada or Panama. We 
didn’t even make the magazine’s “10 Best Places to Live” list. 
 
In 2009 the United Nations Development Programme released a Human Development Report 
that ranked 182 countries in terms of quality of life. We didn’t make the top 10. However, we 
were ranked number two as having the highest obesity rates. 
 
Ouch. Perhaps the major problems persist as a result of an American obsession with 
individuality and fear of a too-powerful government. (And apparently a large obsession with 
fast food.) 
 
“Unlike the U.S., where most sell their labor for wages and their share of profits is 
very restricted, many in socially democratic countries [e.g., the UK and France] believe that 
the productivity of society is produced by all of its members and therefore all should share in 
the benefits of that productivity,” claims Dr. Lora Hasse, a sociology professor at the 
University of Cincinnati. 
 
Sicko, a 2007 documentary by Michael Moore, highlights the issues of privatized healthcare 
in the United States while showcasing the benefits of universal healthcare in other nations. 
While the one-sided film strictly discusses healthcare (while bashing the United States’ 
health system), its message resonates with this question: Is the United States the best place to 
raise a family? 
 
According to interviews extracted from the film, the French government requires that adult 
workers take a minimum of five weeks paid vacation each year. It also offers new parents 
government-issued nannies to help with laundry and cooking, and provides childcare and 
healthcare absolutely free. Although the French spend almost 55 percent of their income in 



taxes, the government pays for almost everything. In the U.S., some spend almost 50 percent 
of their income on taxes, which includes personal income tax, sales tax, social security, taxes 
gas and more. Would a socialist system be successful in the United States, a nation where we 
prize the “individual” but also a nation where we spend up to half of our income on taxes? 
 
“Is it better to raise kids in a country with a large public sector supported by high taxes that 
pays for everything? Do you prefer European-style capitalism or the American style? Your 
decision is based largely on historical and cultural values. Remember though: Incentives 
matter,” says Lawrence Elliott, an associate professor of economics at the University of 
Cincinnati. 
 
Most European nations legislate high taxes but entice citizens with free healthcare, free 
childcare, free college education, paid vacation and unlimited sick days. As highlighted in 
Sicko and in everyday horror stories, hospitals turn away sick children whose parents cannot 
afford healthcare, insurance companies reward doctors who deny patients’ coverage, and no 
one gives fathers with newborns support for staying at home with their child. 
 
Spanish professor and father of two, Amado Lascar, was born and raised in Chile, lived in 
Australia for seven years and has taught at Ohio University since 2002. Where would he have 
raised his children if given the chance to do it all over again? “Either Australia or Canada. 
Australia because they have better weather.” 
 
Our education system is not as efficient as Hungary or Japan. United States employees work 
a 40-hour week compared to a 30-hour week in Germany. We have higher murder rates than 
Portugal and Hong Kong. We are not as happy as Iceland or Luxembourg. Admittedly these 
“facts” are based on opinion but do imply that perhaps the United States isn’t exactly the best 
place to raise a family. 


